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“‘Ready?” Richard asks Mom. We are practicing even more now. He sits in a
chair opposite her. I'm the timekeeper. Mom closes her eyes, and I know that
she is lifting a corner of her veil. She nods, and we begin.

Mom says each of us has a veil between ourselves and the rest of the world,
like a bride wears on her wedding day, except this kind of veil is invisible.
We walk around happily with these invisible veils hanging down over our faces.
The world is kind of blurry*, and we like it that way.

But sometimes our veils are pushed away for a few moments, like there’s a
wind blowing, it from our faces. And when the veil lifts, we can see the world
as it really is, just for those few seconds before it settles down again, We
see all the beauty, and cruelty, and sadness, and love. But mostly we are happy
not to. Some people learn to lift the veil themselves, Then they don't have
to depend on the wind anymore.

She doesn’t mean that it's a real veil. And it isn't about magic, or some idea
that maybe God is looking right at you, or an angel is sitting next to you,
or anything like that. Mom doesn't think in those ways. It's just her way of
saying that most of the time, people get distracted* by little stuff and ignore
the big stuff.

(Rebecca Stead [When You Reach Me] {24 5)
# blurry: -+ &R * distract:--- (AORFDL - EELE) 2%6T
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